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European Associa.on of POLIN  
Museum of the History of Polish Jews 

Polin Museum needs your support!  
Make a dona.on and become a Friend of the Museum 

Associa.on Européenne du Musée de l’Histoire des Juifs de Pologne 
7, rue Charles V – 75004 Paris, France 

Phone number: +33 1 48 87 46 50 (Israel: +972-3-5164-060) 
office@aemjp.eu – h]ps://aemjp.eu/ 

You can donate by bank transfer to the Paris AEMJP account  
Please men.on in your bank order: POLIN Museum dona.on.  

We will send you a receipt for your dona.on by email. 

HSBC FR BBC PARIS ELYSEES 
ASSO EURO MUSEE HISTOIRE JUIFS D 

IBAN: FR76 3005 6009 3109 3100 0568 66 
BIC: CCFRFRPP 

mailto:office@aemjp.eu
https://aemjp.eu
mailto:office@aemjp.eu
https://aemjp.eu
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We take part in the construction of 
the POLIN Museum  
Public-private partnership

The European Associa.on of POLIN - Museum of the History of Polish Jews 
has contributed, through its donors, to the prepara.on and opening of the 
Paradisus Iudaeorum Gallery, depic.ng the life of Polish Jews from 1569 to 
1648. 
The Associa+on regularly organizes cultural events and trips to Poland, allowing the Friends of 
the Museum to share excep+onal moments and to meet extraordinary people  and living history. 
Corinne Evens, member of the Polin Museum Council for many years, is the head of the 
Associa+on since its crea+on. Mrs Simone Veil, former French Minister of Health, was the 
Honorary President of the Associa+on. The members of the Honorary commiBee are Robert 
Badinter, David de Rothschild, Jacques Delors, Roman Polanski and Jean-Pierre Raffarin.  
The Execu.ve Commi]ee of the AEMJP includes Richard Prasquier, Serge Kirszbaum, Hedva 
Ser, Serge Klugman and Sacha Reingewirtz, and the Scien.fic Commi]ee – Elie Barnavi, Pierre 
Birnbaum, Bernard Blistène, Father Patrick Desbois, Monique Canto-Sperber, Joël Kotek, Ivan 
Levaï, Claude Lanzmann, Jean-Claude Milner, Isy Morgensztern, Diana Pinto, Anne-Marie 
Revcoleschi, Eva Weil and Pierre Zaleski. We do not forget Samuel Pisar and Henri Minczeles 
who have recently passed away. 

	 	 	  POLIN MUSEUM

POLIN Museum 
® D. Ciesielski
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«The physical building is a 
massive structure by the Finnish 
architect Rainer Mahlamäki, with 
glass panels filling the museum 
with light rather than the 
darkness one experiences in, for 
instance, the Berlin or 
Washington museums.»  

(James McAuley, New Republic, 
28. 10. 2014.) 

Polin (Hebr. פולין), means «Poland» in both Yiddish and Hebrew. "Rest/dwell here", "po lin", 
according to the Polish Rabbi Moses Isserles (1520-1572). Aber having been expelled 
from Spain, the Jews found in Poland a country of asylum.  

POLIN - Museum of the History of Polish Jews opened in 2013, and its core exhibi+on, 
« 1000 Year History of Polish Jews », was inaugurated on October 28, 2014, by the Polish 
President Bronislaw Komorowski and the Israeli President Reuven Rivlin. The Museum is 
located in the district of Muranów, in the center of a former Jewish neighborhood. 

Officially established in 2005 by the Associa+on of the Jewish Historical Ins+tute, the 
Mayor of Warsaw and the Minister of Culture and Na+onal Heritage, the Museum is a 
unique and unprecedented ini+a+ve in Poland. Numerous researches coming from various 
disciplines have contributed to its development, along with members of civil society: the 
Museum became a genuine market place for ideas and encounters even before it was 
built. 

POLIN : why is this Museum different from all 
other museums? 
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In exclusivity, the 
Friends of the 
Association were 
able to visit the 
POLIN Museum 
before it was 
opened to the 
public.

In the Paradisus Iudaeorum Gallery – Jewish Paradise, name given to Jews 
who lived in Poland during that period – visitors will be able to view an 
interac+ve scale model of Krakow and nearby Kazimierz, presen+ng the rich 
culture of the local Jewish community. They have the possibility to browse 
through a Virtual Library, containing masterpieces of Hebrew and Yiddish 
literature in digital form, including the Talmud and other religious, 
philosophical and tradi+onal works.  

They are also able to print by hand the +tle page of a sixteenth-century 
volume, and to peek into a chest containing the most important items for a 
Jewish community. They can explore a large map of Jewish seBlement in the 
Commonwealth, and find out what religious tolerance meant in the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.  

Paradisus Iudaeorum gallery (1569–1648) 
financed by the AEMJP
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POLIN Museum is « an 
unprecedented 
accomplishment and a model 
for other Eastern European 
nations to follow as they erect 
their own modern cultural 
institutions. ».  
Ted TAUBE, Wall Street Journal, 
2014

The POLIN Museum regularly receives visits from major poli+cal figures of the 
contemporary world, and has become a place where those who arrive in Warsaw go 
first: Presidents, Heads of states, Royal families. They all discover here a rich history, 
unknown and complex, which goes far beyond the Shoah.  

The Museum is widely appreciated not only by the general audience but also by the 
professionals in the field. In 2016, it received the most pres+gious prizes of the 
Museums world:  

• in April – the 39th Award of the European Museum of the Year (EMYA), 
aber a compe++on among 48 other ins+tu+ons from 24 countries;  

• in November,  the Prize of the European Museum, during the annual 
mee+ng of the Europeana Network Associa+on.   

The Museum also became an interna.onal center of modern art sensu largo: 
theatre, music and plas.c arts. In May 2016, Polin launched a program for ar+sts in 
residence (Open Museum – Educa+on in Ac+on). The theme of this 2016 project 
was: « Polish Jews aber 1989 ». 

POLIN – international culture center  
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“It was all hidden under a building in the middle of the Warsaw GheBo – the 
remarkable archive of life in the gheBo compiled by the “Oyneg Shabes,” a fiercely 
dedicated group of some 60 individuals organized in 1940 by the indefa+gable 
intellectual leader, Emanuel Ringelblum. 

The archive was eventually and quite remarkably retrieved in September of 1946, 
long aber the Germans had destroyed the gheBo and deported and murdered 
virtually all of its inhabitants”. (Jerusalem Post) 

Book which inspired the movie: Samuel Kassow, Who Will Write Our History?, 
Indiana University Press, 2007 

Visit our website and support our ac.ons,  
in favor of the POLIN Museum and the history of Polish Jewry 

« Most documentaries about the Holocaust depend on 
interviews with survivors today. What the Oyneg Shabes 
Archive offers is of a completely different order—and no 
documentary has ever shown this story. This is as close as you 
can get to the very moment and very place that these materials 
document » 

Barbara KirshenblaB-GimbleB, Program Director of the Core Exhibi+on for 
POLIN the Museum of the History of Polish Jews in Warsaw.  

AEMJP supports Roberta Grossman’s movie 
Who will write our history? (2018) 
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The SZIH fundraising strategy focuses on the support of two 
ins+tu+ons:  

POLIN - Museum of the History of Polish Jews: enhancement and 
development of the core exhibi+on, addi+on to the collec+on of works 
of art and original ar+facts, support of temporary exhibi+ons, educa+on 
and research ac+vi+es, and ar+s+c and cultural programs related to the 
culture and history of Jews in Central and Eastern Europe. 

The Emanuel Ringelblum Jewish Historical Ins.tute of Poland: 
implemen+ng An Archive More Important Than Life, which 
commemorates Emanuel Ringelblum and the Oneg Shabbat team, and 
exhibi+ons, research and publica+ons, as well as educa+onal and ar+s+c 
programs related to the culture and history of Jews in Central and 
Eastern Europe.

European Association of POLIN - Museum of 
the History of Polish Jews (AEMJP) supports 

the SZIH

Fundraising strategy 
of the Association of the Jewish 
Historical Institute in Poland: SZIH 
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The Donors Council was formed in 2015 
on the ini+a+ve of nine Dis+nguished 
Benefactors, who became its founding 
members. The Council’s aim is to advise 
the Associa+on’s Management Board on 
strategies for raising funds for POLIN 
Museum and the Jewish Historical 
Ins+tute. In their role as goodwill ambassadors, the Dis+nguished 
Benefactors support the Associa+on in their contacts with Jewish 
communi+es abroad, opinion leaders, and poten+al new benefactors. The 
Donors Council has provided the fundraising budget for 2016 and 2017. 

Members of the Donors Council: Tad Taube, Sigmund Rolat, Victor 
Markowicz, Anita Friedman, Corinne Evens, Irene Kronhill Pletka, 
YgalOzechov, Tomek Ulatowski, Gideon Nissenbaum. 

In line with new recogni+on standards, the donors’ names remain on the 
wall for a specified amount of +me, linked to the size of their dona+on. 
The list of donors on the wall is updated every year.

New donors of the highest 
category, Distinguished 

Benefactors, are also 
recognized permanently on 

the curved wall in POLIN 
Museum’s main hall.

Honoring Donors 2015–2016 
at POLIN Museum  

DO
NO

RS
 R

EC
OG

NI
TIO

N

New 
Donors’ 
Wall  
at the Polin 
Museum
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AEJMP financially 
supported this 
exhibition in POLIN 
Museum 

MARZEC ’68 
Historical context 

The POLIN museum he ld an 
excep+onal exhibi+on called « March 
1968 / Estranged » (Obcy w domu). It 
is an unexpected success story that 
we are proud to have accompanied. 

Not only the exhibi+on gets an 
unanimous praise from the press, but 
it is also an unexpected success 
among the audience, with a record 
number of over 110,000 visitors. 
Indeed, as it was vehemently 
aBacked by Polish "patrio+c" media, 
thousands of sensible Poles visited it 
as a s ign of protest aga ins t 
inacceptable an+-Jewish or an+-

Israeli stances present in the public 
space.  

May 1968 was, both in Europe and in 
the US, a period of contesta+on, 
hope and enthusiasm for an ideal 
society with more solidarity which 
was already at least partly realized in 
Eastern Europe, as many French 
intellectuals thought. 

And yet, despite the apparent 
ideology of human emancipa+on, 
obvious viola+ons of individual 
freedoms con+nued in Eastern 
Europe. In Poland in par+cular, the 
monster of an+-Semi+sm showed its 
hideous head once again. 

MARZEC ’68 

1968-1969,  
a year of the State 
antisemistism in Poland 
Exhibition in POLIN – the Museum of 
the History of Polish Jews in Warsaw 
March-September 2018 
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Propaganda Concepts    
The an+-semi+c campaign, officially 
qualified as « an+-zionist », was 
indeed launched by Wladyslaw 
Gomulka, the first secretary of the 
United Workers’ Party (PZPR).  For 
the first +me, the no+on of « an+-
zionism » was used as an excuse for a 
State-directed an+-semi+sm. 
Th i s c a m p a i g n p rovo ke d t h e 
departure of more than 15,000 of 
Polish Jews (out of an es+mated 
popula+on of 25,000 to 30,000). 
Some of these emigrants, the most 
well-known, were able to pursue 
their work abroad, like Zygmunt 
Ba u m a n (soc io log i s t ) , Le s ze k 
Kolakowski (philosopher), Bronislaw 
Baczko (philosopher) or the family of 
Jan Tomasz Gross (historian, student 
in 1968). Nevertheless, for many 
others,  leaving the country meant a 
career path that was defini+vely 
broken.  

Our role  
The exhibi+on in the POLIN Museum 
reconstructed the sequence of 
events in order to understand the 
causes of this shameful development 
and to analyze its poli+cal and social 
ingredients. It also followed indi-
vidual trajectories of those who had 
to leave. 
Over and above, the exhibi+on and 
projects it involved – « Obcy w 
domu » / « A Stranger in the house » 
allowed visitors to beBer understand 
the past and provide intellectual and 
moral tools to avoid the return of 
these kind of events.  

See more on facebook:  
facebook.com/obcywdomu/ 

AEJMP supported the 
exhibition at the POLIN 
Museum  
MARZEC ’68 

MARCH ’68 
Exhibition in POLIN –
 the Museum of the 
History of Polish 
Jews in Warsaw 

March-September 
2018 
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« Polish Jews in the World » 
new gallery in POLIN Museum 
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This new gallery will present the trajectory of the 
biggest Jewish diaspora in the world, one 
composed of 9 million people whose lives are 
essentially linked to the Polish heritage, but whose 
talents were deployed in other countries.   

Gallery  

Polish Jews 
in the World 

The concept of the gallery:  

Connection. A place to reconnect Jews in the world to the history of 
Polish Jews and the places where their families once lived. 

Reflec.on. A place to reflect on the 1000 year journey through the 
history of Polish Jews. 

Relaxa.on. A place to take a deep breath, to rest, during the visit to 
the Core Exhibi+on. 

Passage. A place through which all visitors pass as they exit the Core 
Exhibi+on and where they can gather. This will also be a premier event 
space. 
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In Good Company – W dobrym towarzystwie – presents Polish Jews 
who distinguished themselves in the fields of literature, art, music, 
science, politics, law, education, and many other spheres..  

It will allow visitors to discover the biographies and works of Arthur 
Rubinstein, Bruno Schulz, Helena Rubinstein, Ida Kaminska, Janusz 
Korczak, Julian Tuwim, and I. B. Singer among others. 

 2
01

9 
PR

O
JE

C
TS

Gallery  
«In Good 
Company» 

W dobrym 
towarzystwie

« In Good Company » 
new gallery in POLIN Museum 

« If every museum is an argument, the principal contention of Warsaw’s massive 
new Museum of the History of the Polish Jews, which opens today, is that a 
millennium of Jewish history cannot be reduced to the six-year period between 
1939 and 1945. […] The argument is more remarkable than it may initially seem, 
entirely due to the museum’s location: Constructed on the site of the former 
Warsaw Ghetto, this new museum is neither Holocaust memorial nor Holocaust 
monument.»

James McAuley, "Jewish History is Not Just About the Holocaust. Finally, a Museum 
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Virtual Shtetl 
and the query of origins

The "Virtual Shtetl" is devoted to the Jewish history of Poland. Currently, the 
portal is a source of informa+on, but in the future it will also include an 
interac+ve system by which Internet users will interact with each other. It 
will create a link between Polish-Jewish history and the contemporary 
mul+cultural world. 

« As an American Ambassador one of the important tasks for me is to strengthen 
Polish-American rela+ons. There are ten million Americans of Polish descent and 
many of them also happen to be Jewish. In fact, two thirds of American Jews can 
trace their roots back to Poland. And  they are beginning to learn more about 
their background and one of the ways they do it, even before they make a trip to 
Poland, is the Web with the Virtual Shtetl programme, which is really a terrific 
thing and if you have not looked at it, check it out. » 

Lee A. Feinstein 

NOT ONLY A MUSEUM

Jewish 
Grain 
vendors  in 
Słomniki, 
between 
1918-1933
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European Associa.on of POLIN  
Museum of the History of Polish Jews 

Polin Museum needs your support!  
Make a dona.on and become a Friend of the Museum 

Associa.on Européenne du Musée de l’Histoire des Juifs de Pologne 
7, rue Charles V – 75004 Paris, France 

Phone number: +33 1 48 87 46 50 (Israel: +972-3-5164-060) 
office@aemjp.eu – h]ps://aemjp.eu/ 

You can donate by bank transfer to the Paris AEMJP account  
Please men.on in your bank order: POLIN Museum dona.on.  

We will send you a receipt for your dona.on by email. 

HSBC FR BBC PARIS ELYSEES 
ASSO EURO MUSEE HISTOIRE JUIFS D 

IBAN: FR76 3005 6009 3109 3100 0568 66 
BIC: CCFRFRPP 

mailto:office@aemjp.eu
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